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Abstract; Tetrabromobisphenol A (TBBPA) and tetrachlorobisphenol A (TCBPA), as flame retardants, are exten-
sively produced and used, and their toxic effects have raised more concerns. Little is known about their toxic
effects on amphibians relative to fish and mammals. In this study, we investigated their acute toxicities and effects
on oxidative stress markers in Xenopus laevis tadpoles. As a result, 48 h median lethal concentration values of
TBBPA and TCBPA were 4.31 mg-L™" and 3.99 mg-L™", respectively. At no death concentrations, TBBPA and
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TCBPA affected transcriptional levels of typical marker genes for oxidative stress, with the most dramatic effect on

glutathione transferase gene gst. TBBPA and TCBPA had no significant effects on heat shock protein (HSP) gene

expression. Unexpectedly, we found that TBBPA and TCBPA resulted in coagulation in hearts and tails, coupled

with the transcriptional up-regulation of coagulation genes. The results show that TBBPA and TCBPA had the me-

dium toxicity to tadpoles, with similar effects on oxidative stress and no effects on HSP gene transcription.

Keywords: tetrabromobisphenol A; tetrachlorobisphenol A; Xenopus laevis; acute toxicity; oxidative stress; coagu-

lation

POYR AL A (tetrabromobisphenol A, TBBPA)Fll
DU AL} A (tetrachlorobisphenol A, TCBPA){E 4 FH
BRI S RL A LA AL S MRk Tz i Y, H
i, TBBPA Fl1 TCBPA 7 ZFP IR A W FE 5 T
&R B B A R Liu S5 4T
T RFIRE 35 K /& o TBBPA ¥k B 1 HGE , A h
S EE <10 ng- L', {H7E TBBPA 75 44 ™ 5 1) 4L
WK Yang 251G 2] TBBPA ¥k & 0 850 ~
4870 ng-L™', Wang %" [ AfF 55 45 5% 7~ , TBBPA
TEV5 KPR e Al 3k 193 wg- L' ITJLAE, IUH
/K HT TBBPA F1 TCBPA g & ™', [H 1tk , TBBPA
F1 TCBPA 14 437 BBk B 22 10 G 1

%Ok 78, TBBPA 5 TCBPA X 7K 4 4= Wy i 55
PRy O R, s T EL ST s
SEAE AR K AR B o A A R O R AR
B I (Y B AR ek, HAT, ¢ T TBBPA Al
TCBPA X A 2l 4 5 Pk A B U8 30 AR D | R DL AH
KAMEREMERE, Joh i B R — Tk
¥ e H BKIA JR i (glutathione reductase, GR) 4% Bt H
ARk 4 Ak W i (glutathione peroxidase, GPX) 7 Bt H
AKX 7% i (glutathione transferase, GST) . fiit 14 it &5
H (thioredoxin, TRX)F11d %A fk & Hf (catalase, CAT)%5
JUAN AR PR T AR 5% S /K B0 BTG PR 22 4k,
M ST RS, (R IR B A9 TBBPA 521 B 1 ff 1A Py
CAT F1 GPX il i1 1 M B 1% P S (ROS) i e 151
PSCHAENRGE W BE U BE T TBBPA S BUK P
W SEK FAR N = A E AR B, 05 b, K 5 R
[ (heat shock protein, HSP) /& 5 & Ak iz 80 AH ¢ 1
R, — ek 2 T 52 W HSP27 , HSP70 Al
HSP90 45 JLAN #1621 1 9 /K FPY ) Hu 25" )
1B 5 R FE 1Y) TBBPA 52 BEH fa iR P hsp70 FEH 1)
ik,

AT PR AT R R B PR AR A AP AR
PHIEE 55 T TBBPA 1 TCBPA 1y 2tk 3 14 LA &
POE=REANR € iTatZ/LiiE Al

1 ##l57 % (Materials and methods)
1.1 %y

AR S22 75 04 A U TCE i A I e 0 e e |
Fr T A A FRK B EL D, BB R R 2
10 Halie /KR 21 ~22 ¢, BAREEE R 12 h - 12
h, BUIEMEE A R S iDL R4S 1 IR 2 h
JE K,

Ap P T R e B2 T VE 5T 300 ~ 500 TU {2 #5 A 2
R 2 (LHRH) FI 28 B A PR R B3R (HCG) , M
EETE S 200 ~300 U, KfMEREEERCT P IR A g, &
TS E AR LX) 12 h A2 A R RT
U, ZREUNTE 21 ~22 °C BYEE B Rk, ik
G RE 2 48 iR} R4 T 2 87 10
1.2 K5

AR RS« 5 VKR 250 ML Centrifuge 5430,
Eppendorf, f%[#); PCR 1 (9700, Applied Biosystem,
M), 76 & 7 PCR {L(MX3500P, Strata gene, 35
) ; ZH 208 B {L (MM301 , Retsch , 75 []) ; i HiE 1R 2 £
(Vortex3000 , Wiggens, 3% [€); 4 H 3l #% & 4& B X
(AU1001 , b5t A B s A R G BR A D
TRV (JA2003B, I ifg 87 BB AL 25 A BR A w]
[E]) ; #% Wi #% (Eppendorf, 7 [F); 4= [ 2h % 1 i 15 A
(GBOX-HR, Syn Gene, %t [H); i PCR Y (My Cy-
cler TM, Bio-Rad, 3 [#); FLIK{L(DYCP-31F, b 50K
— AR ),

X7 . TBBPA (4l & 97% , Acros 2 &), b F it
4y F B 543.88, CAS No.79-94-7); TCBPA (4l i
98% , B A Z ALl Tl & A BR A =), o 1A 5 49
Fi 336.06, CAS No.79-95-8); — H FL Vi (DMSO)
(4l =99.5% , Sigma-Aldrich 2\ 7], 3¢ [# ; CAS No.
67-68-5); HZ% R Y Bl (G-red) 1 RNA HEBGXH] & (b5t
ARAEYHEARA RN, PE); 5 sl &
Fast Quant RT Kit F1 RT-qPCR i 7] £ Super Real
Pre Mix Plus(SYBR Green)kit(FK AR 2E bR A7 FR 2y
Al EdE ) PCR 519 (R, s
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1.3 Rps} 2ok v

TBBPA #1 TCBPA H ¥ 5f DMSO FCAY 100 g
LTAE R, B E RSN IR AL, e R T
554 B2 375 50 v B A ] R0 0 A R B O R
0.01% , ZEREEIAI EBE I ET B AT, B R AT 1
LRI, WL BEMLIA 10 B, %F8 24 h #i—K
IKGTEBRIET A ISR IE T4, I 504742 48 h,

FEIE 2RI 2 jir Xt 2 Fhfb A it 47 Kk
FEVEHI0.1.1.,10,100 A1 1 000 mg-L™")AY Filid &, A
BOPATAH , AW EEAET AN 10 FRlRle}  WEEI0 5% 48
h BRHSLAE T4, AR BRI A A AR i
Bk, IEEURIE DL 14 AR E T 7 MR
(& DR RIXT IRL, B 3 AN FAT, B G0 BEHLN
A 10 FRIR} HoAl R B0 R 2 IEURE
1.4 RNA 25U RT-qPCR 524

AR AL 2 FEIRsL ) 4> B ShiZ Ry B 42
B RNA , B 43 66 11(51119500C , Thermo Fish-
er Scientific , 3& ) E RNA ¥R , Bl g i B kol
i RNA 528, SRR Fast Quant RT Kit(with
g DNase)BEHI5HCH 20 WL W IR R AT S i 5

HPE SYBR Green PCR Kit 11, it 10 pL J2
NA& R 4T RT-qPCR 555, PCR #/% 495 C il
A5 15 min 40 MEY HE©O5 CAEM: 10 s 3B k& 20
$.72 CHEA 20 s), B FER T Z B #R#EAT T
PIRCRMEE A E=1077-1)x100,
PR AE 90% ~ 110% Z ], A fi th 2k p— H
B AETEAER SR B A SR A 0] TR 22505
PEAT LR FEIR A s, A 1pl8 Ry 8 5% ik IR W 4% A~ 3k
R R I TAR ALY . B A AR X R0k AR AR A
278 R 51 R R BN 2 FR .,

#1 EXRFILRPMENE A(TBBPA) 1
M SUNER A ( TCBPA ) B9iR B
Table 1 Concentrations of tetrabromobisphenol
A (TBBPA) and tetrachlorobisphenol A (TCBPA)

in exposure experiments

WAL )

Test chemical

TRTEWE (mg-L™")
Exposure concentrations/(mg-L™")
TBBPA 6.00 428 3.06.2.19.1.56.,1.12.0.79
TCBPA 8.00.5.71 408,292 2.08.149 .1.06

&2 RT-qPCR I EEXRER

Table 2 Primers sequences and relevant information on RT-qPCR

FEN SIITFIGS ~37) TR/ N bp B JGHEE/C
Gene Primer sequences (5 ~3”) Product size/bp Annealing temperature/C
F: AGAAAGGGTGCTGCTAAG
I8 120 60
R: GATGGGTTTGTCAATACG
F: TGGCTATTCATCCGACTTCCT
gr 89 60
R: TTGTCTATCAGTGCTTGTGCTT
F: AAGAGGCGGTATTCGGTCAG
gst 118 60
R: TCATCATTGGCTCCAGTCAGT
F: GGATGTGGCTCAACTCTGTG
trx 82 60
R: ACTGAACCGCTCAACCTCTT
F: TGTGGACCAGAAATCGGTGG
gpx 123 60
R: AGGTACTTCCCTTGGTAGGCT
F: GCCTCATCGCTTTCTCCTGA
hsp27 120 60
R: GCCTCGGATGTGCCAATTTC
F: TTAGAACCGGCCATAGCACA
hsp70 79 60
R: GAAGACACCCACACAGGAGT
F: ACTAGCAGACAAGATGCCAGAA
hsp90 142 60
R: GATGATCAGGGACATCAACTGC
o F:CGTTGGGTCCAACTGGGAAT 12 .
R:TTTTCCCAGGTCACGAGCTT
F:GGATTTGGGCGGTTACAGGA
10 113 60
R:TCTGTGATTGCGAAGGTGCT
F:CTCAGCAGTGTTGACGAAAGC
serpina 121 60

R:GGCACTGTCACATTGGTGTTC
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J SPSS 16.0 #EAT G 73 Hr, Gt HIC ML,
BRI n (55 PATHRIERY . EE 2 WIE A%, 15 2]
AL 25 5 7 S R B — i i B e =
1= 53 M Probit B HENT “ Fl -3y Ze bk Ty
e, IR RO B (LC, ) [ 22 L 95% "B A5 X
8], SeiT A4 LA 34 {H + 5 ME 1% (standard error of
mean, SEM)# /R, ZERAH LIS H 1S O LL i)
Eo 2 R FH HLUR K % (one-way ANOVA)#T, P
H<0.05 I\ WA W EMEZER,

2 4558 (Results)
2.1 TBBPA 5 TCBPA X 3EUM Tl i) i) 2ot bk
VN B TCAE T, 22 B 00 o e 4 o R 4T
TBBPA F1 TCBPA % 5 21 i} () L T AR fL AN A 1
ffi7Ro 24 h B} ,6.00mg-L™" TBBPA #18.00 mg-L™'
TCBPA %5220 (1 S L /775 R 4 0, 3.06 mg- L™
1428 mg-L™" ) TBBPA %22 4L IR} 91715 2R 43 3
} 97% F153% ,4.08 mg-L™" F15.71 mg-L "% TCB-

100
80
60

40

TG 28/%
Survival rate/%

204

0 079 1.12 1.562.19 3.06 4.28 6.00
WeFE/(mg L)
Concentration/(mg-L")

PA 7 ZH BB 1) 7375 3853 1) 27% 1 10% , HoAts
WP R R AL IR L Y TESE T & 48 h i, 4
TS 27 Bl ZH MRHIS} A 79 AR IR AR LR S, WS I AT
T4 & ,6 mg- L™ TBBPA ##&41I A TBB-
PA Ji , SRHSHITRIIK RS , AN PR S) 24 h 52 fF5ET,8
mg- L™ TCBPA %% 41RO FET - B4 A 6 mg-L™!
TBBPA #7421, 4.28 mg-L™' TBBPA 5 5.71 mg-
L™ TCBPA 5 & 20 A7 115 MR} 14 .0 JUE 5 52 30 J] 6 0L
Z2F W eI ¥ 42, TBBPA 1 TCBPA 4 ¥k B 43
SMET 3.06 mg-L™"' 1 2.92 mg- L™ By AN FF & A B
ML,

255113 #1153 %) TBBPA il TCBPA Xif 1} i)
24 h-LC,, 439l 4 431 mg-L™' F13.99 mg-L™", 48 h-
LC;, 5 24 h-LC,, #H[F](3% 3), TBBPA 5 TCBPA [
BEPEAHY
2.2 TBBPA 5 TCBPA Xif = P JTCl: iR is) 44 py 4201k
N7 R G DR 2 SR P 5 T

RT-qPCR 45 % W], 7% 7% 48 h /5,0.79 ~3.06
mg-L™'# TBBPA F11.06 ~2.92 mg-L™" ) TCBPA

100~

©
(=)
I

IS
(=
[

TG 2R1%
Survival rate/%
D
(=]
I

—=—24h

20 --+-- 48 h

1 1 1 1 1
0 1.06 1.49 2.082.924.08 5.71 8.00

0 1

W HE/(mg- L)

Concentration/(mg-L™")

1 TBBPA F1 TCBPA i 3E il JTUk iRl i) 75778 R B9 50

Fig. 1

Effects of TBBPA and TCBPA on survival rates of Xenopus laevis tadpoles

3 TBBPA 1 TCBPA Xt3E il TUEE SR &) 4 BT M iR B (LC,, ) RE 95% B X BN [E T FH 72
Table 3 The median lethal concentration (LCs,), 95% confidence interval and regression equations of
TBBPA and TCBPA to Xenopus laevis tadpoles

pllRn e ta

Test chemical

LCso M H 95% B {7 X [A]/(mg-L™")

LCs, and its 95% confidence interval/(mg-L™")

mYEpgss

Regression equations

TBBPA
24h TCBPA
s h TBBPA

TCBPA

431[4074.62]
3.99[3.11,5.66]

431[4.074.62]
3.99[3.11,5.66]

y=-1242+289x
y=-9.12+229x

y=-1242+2.89x
y=-9.12+229x
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L E R LA DY gst AT oax 3% 2 Fl R IR R 5% SR K
- BB PR e R (1 2), 3.06 mg-L™' TBB-
PA ZEFE4 5 2.92 mg- L™ TCBPA Z% 7 ZH i i} A Py
gr FER B SOl 242 F . 079 ~3.06 mg-L™!
f) TBBPA #11.06 ~2.92 mg-L"" ) TCBPA s} {4
W cat Tl gpx FEPH 1Y% s /K7 S48 “ U7 B #4,0.79
mg-L™'F11.12 mg-L™' TBBPA Z &4 1 1.06 mg-

L™ TCBPA Z& 72 ZH M HMA N Y cat A gpx F PR R AH
POE SN AT A
(@ =30

—
S

Relative expression
S = N W B W

(=]
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(b)

—
o

[ trx

E

*

*

—
S

N

AHXF ik
Relative expression
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e /(mg-L)

Concentration/(mg-L™")

0 1.061.492.08 2.92
S (me- L)
Concentration/(mg-L")

0 0.79 112 1.56 2.193.06

0 1.061.492.08 2.92
W /(mg L)

Concentration/(mg-L")

2.3 TBBPA 5 TCBPA X ¥ JTCtef sl 44 Py B
S AR B SR R

RT-qPCR 45 R KW, & 58 48 h J5,0.79 ~3.06
mg-L™' ) TBBPA F11.06 ~2.92 mg-L""' ) TCBPA
XTURHISHA N 1 hsp27 S5 DR ) e iK1 TG S 3514 5% 1)
(#13), TBBPA % TCBPA &% ZHIMHA N hsp70 Fi
hsp90 FH 1)F5 5k K -5 TBBPA K TCBPA 7 #2 ik
JER 8 U7 K&, H TBBPA ¥ JE 4 1.12 mg-L™
B, SRHSHA Y hsp70 FI1 hsp90 W% oKt i 2 iR

[8px
:
1-

0 0.79 112 1.56 2.193.06 0 0.791.121.56 2.193.06

N W R
T
*

* *

*

0
4rcat 4r gpx

3

2

0 1.061.492.082.92
HePE /(mg- L)

Concentration/(mg-L")

0 1.061.492.08 2.92
W /(mg-L)
Concentration/(mg-L™")

El 2 TBBPA(a)#1 TCBPA (b) Xt3EjH Tk 4K A L R ARIC B B R 220
TE:* P<0.05, S50 HRAIAH I
Fig. 2 Transcriptional effects of TBBPA (a) and TCBPA (b) on oxidative stress marker genes in Xenopus laevis
Note: * P<0.05, compared with the control.
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3r hsp90

0 0.79 1.12 1.56 2.19 3.06

3r hsp90

2._I_I_Il
1
0

1.06 1.49 2.08 2.92

W (mg-L)
Concentration/(mg-L™")

3 TBBPA(a) %1 TCBPA (b) X3 il Tk A #0K 52 B B E R A0
TE:* P<0.05, 5xTIRALAALL
Fig. 3 Transcriptional effects of TBBPA (a) and TCBPA (b) on heat shock protein genes in Xenopus laevis
Note: * P<0.05, compared with the control.
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e SRR & B
2.4 TBBPA 5 TCBPA X A s JTCi: Wb ] {4 Py 5 1fi
FEPR B S 52

TBBPA F1 TCBPA & &5 ZF #FHsp. 0o J 5 B2 350 4 30
B S(E 4), BB B, %8 2. 10
serpina & RAE R85, #£57 TBBPA 5 TCBPA X i
SSPAAC PN R I S DXL SROK T S e, SR R B, R R
F TBBPA #il TCBPA 48 h J&, Bt ILH £, f10 F1
serpina W RIEA —E Y2 EH(E 5):0.79 ~3.06
mg-L™' 1) TBBPA {i EiRHsHA P EE I L 2, 10 F1
serpina B9 ¥ 55 K, B4 R m-AUN R R, IR TE
3.06 mg- L' FRHH M2 55 TCBPA £ 55 21 i i)
RIN 2. f10 F1 serpina F: K (1) 5k /K V-5 TCBPA ¥
JE(1.06 ~292 mg-L™)RE“ff U F” K HK,1.06 mg-
L™'f1149 mg-L ') TCBPA [ E 1 3E i kLA £
LD 1Y% 5K F-,1.49 mg- L™ Y TCBPA I {12 ik
WRHISHMA Y 10 F1 serpina B9 %5 55 K-

3 1¥if( Discussion)

ARWFFE 45 FL B, TBBPA il TCBPA X JE ¥ JTC
B ARHISHY 48 h-LCy, 43012 431 mg-L™'F13.99 mg-
L™, MIEEZRX Tam b a2 drk a2k
HED]  TBBPA Il TCBPA X 3 ¥ TUl: () 75 1 2 o0 v

—_~
o

=

()

[ 12 3

AHXS Feib it
Relative expression

0 0.79 1.12 1.56 2.19 3.06

—~
=

=

N

AR Feak it
Relative expression

1.06 149 2.08 2.92 0

P/ (mg L)
Concentration/(mg-L")

serpina

0 0.791.121.56 2.19 3.06

[ 2 31 serpina

1.06 1.49 2.08 2.92 0

W /(mg L)
Concentration/(mg-L")

4 TBBPA 71 TCBPA £ 48 h SE
S I T sk i sk oo P 6 JE 6 I 2R 5%

T« () FI(d) Ry % B85 (b) Fl(e) 7 TBBPA #5241 ; (c) (Dl TCBPA 27541,
Fig. 4 Coagulation phenomenon in hearts and tails of Xenopus
laevis tadpoles following 48 h-exposure to TBBPA and TCBPA

Note: (a) and (d) are control group; (b) and (e) are TBBPA group;
(c) and (f) are TCBPA group.

1.06 1.49 2.08 2.92

HIE (me L)
Concentration/(mg-L")

5 TBBPA(a) %1 TCBPA (b) X$3E il Tk P ik i B F 5% SR B9 %2 0
1% P<0.05, SN HELIAH L
Fig. 5 Transcriptional effects of TBBPA (a) and TCBPA (b) on coagulation gene in Xenopus laevis

Note: * P<0.05, compared with the control.
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SRR, Song WY K, TBBPA 11 TCB-
PA XTEELS (1) LCy, 437724 0.75 mg-L™' F11.24 mg
L7, BRSOk i B AT BE  Hallgren 26" HiE T
TBBPA % K R B EBE I (LD, ) M 10 g-kg ™,
BT, BARE  TBBPA X Ak Tl Y 5 1
SR A A B Ey £ 20 32 5 1R I L B P 1
P, SN BF5E % I TBBPA F1 TCBPA 45 S i} s}
O NEFR S A 88 1 IR 5, JLAE ML R A o T i
— 05T

TBBPA F1 TCBPA 3% I & AE M TCRE (& P S 1k
N FAHDCIHE D gst A trx AOHE SKSF- | 2R 57 30
% X% , TBBPA il TCBPA Xf i sHA N gr BLPH 5 5%
IR0 52 ) 5 T - 6 T B R IR TR
TBBPA 5 TCBPA [ i e B R @E 4l £ 8 i 5Pk
255t gst trx RN gr FE PR 5 SR OKOF 5 A0 B AL
MR IEA K, % TBBPA 5 TCBPA #H {0 e B 2
R (AN 1.12 mg-L™' TBBPA ##4H 5 1.06 mg-L™'
TCBPA R ZE41) IR ILA N gst, trx Tl gr (5% s 7K
J& &30, TBBPA 2 5 41 WRHISHA N gst, erx T gr JE A
(AN 2235 F 1 5 TCBPA 2241251, TCBPA #
FELHIPISMA Y car F1 gpx LD AR X 23k B n0 A8tk 4
# 5 TBBPA ARl , & 5 FH i o B AR A (31« U AL
25 | Tk, TBBPA F1 TCBPA 5 5 3k Y JTCie: i}
Iy A S AR PR, N A Y, B A ARSI
BT WM A AR50 A X EHE T 2
PERITFSTY , R ILTCIE & BPA & BPA %At A (BPF il
BPAF)if f& BPA 1117 4= %) (TBBPA F1 TCBPA)Xf 3k
PHTCIE JLAS 2 ML AR A0 R JObR 12 56 DR ) e SRk ) 5%
MR B3, U HRT gst FED BOS2 , 15 RIFAY
RPEF RSN KR

TBBPA 5 TCBPA Xl Ui JTCe: iR} {4 P #4052
EFAM 0 £ 8], TBBPA 1 TCBPA XJ3E I
BEVRPN hsp27 e DR (1) % S /K7 T 1 35 R s ), 1.12
mg-L™' TBBPA % % 41 i LK N 119 hsp70 5 hsp90
BP9 FV8,1.06 mg- L™ TCBPA # 524
IRHISLA N hsp90 1% Sk V-4 b 2 1R, TBBPA Al
TCBPA XJ #HEHA Y Asp70 Fl hsp90 (117 57K - 1) 5%
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