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Research progress on the analysis of microplastics in the environment
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( Center for Marine Environmental Chemistry and Toxicology, College of the Environment and Ecology,
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Abstract; Microplastics are general description for plastics with sizes ranging from 0.2 mm to
5.0 mm. Microplastics can drift with ocean currents and it's hard to trace their sources. Recently,
microplastics have become a class of emerging pollutants in the global ocean and costal environment.
To investigate their transport, transformation, fate and ecotoxicological effects, it is necessary and
imperative to establish accurate and efficient methods to analyze microplastics in the environment. In
this review, we systematically summarized the sampling, preparation, qualitative and quantitative
methods in the analysis of microplastics in environmental samples. The pros and cons of each method
were compared. Based on the current research status, further research needs are also proposed.
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Fig.1 Typical procedures for the analysis of microplastics in the environment

1 HmRE

PR RE S R ) SRR O e — T A3 3 FRUT) L B Pk v ( Selective sampling ) , KAE A 1
(Bulk sampling ) FlH 45 FEAE (Volume-reduced sampling ) . B2 Pk 5 1 2 38 1o PR HR 1R IR B A 5 v B
FEPRIOB R Y J5 2. U HGE RIARTE 1—6 mm BYEIEPROEL PERE i TP 85 BN Pk ik ki ] T U0
WyRe ) R 2 TURRAE: i P SRR SR B S OB B R e TR S 254 HL 5 HAB 2 BUR & I, B
PRl T s ME LA DR UL R AR I R 8 RN TE 337 43 B 443 T O B8 48R i (R SRR 1, T 1
SRR AELABE P IR U A5 000 481 G S S Rk g DO RR A IR 7 5 5 PR rP OB R A, 75 R Wk A
ST B 5 A RE RIS R AR I /) | TT A PR IR LN 45 3 4 A A R A8 T R A 37 S B X R
FESL AT UE T S SRR PR B B AR 23 LA 0k — 2D 20 A i 5 125 DURR IR ity ) s 045l 7R
FE I B 58 1 VR KA it P ok DR V0 o TR 5 i b AT

H RTTTRR I KA h G5O R B 119 2 8 % 7 v 1 AR AL ORI R i WL R A B A AN BN



134 T RS FRIERE A P OB 23T T TR i 29

A NI A RCRAERR DT W5 B ROR TR, e T H KOy et A T 25 527 0 9 SR A U VA 1Y)
ARSI AT R AR NAT 57 3 BT I B A X sl 43 A 75 e R A5 T R 5 % 5 R 5 0B R A9 25 ) 0 A
VPR SORAE RS SR BE T 0T 5 B0 B 2 R AT W0 0, Bt i 5 1ot 7 4 o B 17 A0 TR S0 4800 sl 1 1) B 3
IO DU SIS (S 22 M A B XU A 5 S R A S B SRR 3 N 3B R A VA
T A T BT B A B 2R DX

IR AR ) SRR 2 B AR R KRR TR BE R TR T KB Ry 4 2854 (1) 32 7K 36k FH 4 1 =X R B
B B0 Manta 465" Neuston PN 25 SRA BT I 73R 16K v A AR B 0 8 ) o6 ) s 2 A
PRAAM X T 3B G s A SRR A2 IR 2 (2) 2K B 68 Bongo M5 (3) JEEHBIR)ZE /K R RS MG 66 190
(4) BEBERFEAVLRAEDR (2K, — Al R KA 45 25 2% R AL 0 I FLAR AN ], 3R A% B R ot i 25 55
R H AT UL SRAE T P FLARTE 333—335 m ™ s/ iR 2% | I 7EH I A4 T 1AL 08 i 3,
T2 07 X B ST s 7K

WOBRHRAR BN B BRI IR B YA Y MRS R e ARV IR NG K — &R 5 8 3
RN TR I SR RSB AR AR R S e 0 3 A A B L AR R B SR BT 40 Ry TR SR B A
I W RAE T TR SRR SONT 43 Ry i ) — S BRI L H ), B0 Bongo X iR 942 8 77
TERAY) , R 3 ARV (5 T 10% AR 7K ShARVA TR ) by I AR AAE i 5 o — Bl oy V6 2 A VR 2
AR —ERBUKAE , PR IUKAE i B A W AR A T IS B2 508 R TR ISR PR SR SR R AR ) R A48 V7
T A= T RS R R AP A 2 2 KR A W R WU 3 e ) A AU AR T B A B
BHE A YR TS R G0 CTHALAE | B3 s i T8 25300 ) Hh 0 2 A 1 B0 SR FH R R A 0 R B 12k o M
B RGN s R AR IR A i A SR B X A AR SR

KR At B SRR N VAR R 2 RS AR N T2 8UA b BT R 9 X AT A Y 5
M43 SR 1 KA R R R, R IR LA AR AR SR AT A B R J  ah  E
R T RA.

2 HmTAE

P T IR R /N AN S5 I, — e A B L B T Pk e vk i I . R I, R0 R E R A Ty 1
K 85 22 Hb AR R AR 3 RN i AR T Al R AR it v 4 5 TR0 B S A o ot T Ak 4 1Y) S B
B BERCH DL TIAL By 75 R B BAG TR B g G4y AR e
2.1 Hfk

H A 2 S B o Br s AN o] /R T A B R ARG 2 A R PR R B LS sl 7 B A I R B R 4
TOBELN A SR B AR SR AN IR (SRR iz BB 55 ) vh PR ERC, I AR 41 T DR E 28 45 48 55 R 1
T LIS, BERS S BT 45 Ah IR A o P B IR Faure 1 Noren 25147V 75 BUR 5 B AN AR O DR B T, 45
BEIARE P R ) FURE FH 5 Bk P O 4 B K PN AR AR SRy SR RS, 00 P 0 8 RS o T et R
B e UEAT A3 % A ARG 125 58 FH ) S BB A A KA 10 A5 —16 53 Bl 17 (B35 WUk /)N D) 75 3 5%
FRTBCRAT S0 1 W i 1) 8 s ke e e W Aol . B A i 4 TR0, LV A B S 0 Dekeiff 25 BEMLP 1 3 137
SEES O LT H A PR TR AR o A R, e BRARAE N DA AR i 22 S 2 T S i) H ARG 45 2R
WAL, H RIS B HER A2 B OB R TSRS SR REE R f2 . R i, A B BRI R SERR S
3] (JE B 4155 ) X BRL e a Sk Al B )

A TR RIS AE H ARG i & BB R T i LA R I (1) HERR AT 229
BT ATRE ; (2) A WS BN EF i 2R, JFoR A A= 25 i 258, W0 AT RE 2 A= W IR 2 4k, T LA
SR 5 (3) Dok 2124 [ RE IS Z500 (R 4% T 4RI 38— 5 (4) TIOR3 S b A0S 0, B AR (3R 24 5, o Rl 1
6, 38375 HH D) 75 A1) S R B R A A sk e FH 2 e hm 1e B . th TR TP & (R ) I A RS e i 75 B
TN 75 B W N 458,

22 BRI

Sy BE SRR TR IRE b H AR 53 5 4 BT i 9% B 2 S SR A 43 TR 5 EiL 20 3 2 Jo 1Y) g 5.

B A R B LR . D URIRE B I A AN ER K (V5 — B A NaCl 5% Nal ) , 58504k 37 I FEAli >



30 57N 5% 1k 2 36 %

TRATA], W5 0 B DOTE B2 F 2 o 0 B AR AR R BB DO | R AR 2L R B RS sl TR R
1T, Bo S O 1 SR BB AR R SR I B A G B0 T, SR B — e 0.8— 1.4 geem ™7 1M
OB LR N 2.65 g-em™ | PR FH %8 B2 73 250 e A S BT AR AR it v A9 o e

NaCl #r B 2015, # BRI AT NaCl W0 (25 BN 1.2 g em™ ) FE N % B 40 BS TR I IR e ™ A A
NaCl ¥R AN Re fif = SR A A8 0 25 URR M), 78 53 125 3R S &0 55 1o % B TR SBORL I 25 38040 435 1™ o A
AN IR NaCl % 0FH EE , Nal 5 ZnCL SV % BE TR, 73510 1.6—1.8 g-em ™ Ml 1.5—1.7 g-em™ , fiE
R X 2 R A R BB, TR AT A9 R Nal 58 ZnCL VSR URMWIRE St A it g 107

UTAEA  BIFFE N BT 2t — B3 - 23 4 8 i T 10 R 0 ) 43 B 2% B Claesssens 2607 B0 T — &4
BTEERE R TR SRR G OB VR R ORI AR R 4 S Zha SO BTN R g
AR BT ESEOE— A fE— R T4 = R [ i (R R BRAR ) 20 B R A A
— 5 ZE 1 Tmhof %57t 48 Hh—Fh MOKAR  TORRE 43 S 80 14 12k, G 28 B i LA SR P 7 82 L 2R 0
LI A BRI AL Ay B R, DL B RO A Y ZnCL AR R TR IE I, X 1—5 mm A<l mmbife
91 Bl B DR [ AT 5843 31036 3] 100% F11 95.5% .53 4h , Noik 251V E Classens 1 Imhof %% B Ay 3L AE [ — 5
U RIAE S — S S AL R B2 A B R G, K RGeS R G T UEE SF 4, AR G A4
1 FSARTRAR R 4 2, 58S B BK RGEHES RN L 38 B T RORL B PR
2.3 A ek

07 53105 A TR AR RS 250/ P LA P TR SR B2 ) O B A B TR A | 3 B8 ok R A
FHR T 8 RRAL A A7 ER IR FH 2R 9 A [ FL A2 1) 5 P, 35 ] o) Al Sk R AR R A 7 40 26l IS L TS | O
G T B A RL A AN B0 S A S ) O PR O S R KR DR R i FLAR A S mm
PRI I, 25 s A28 A R B AU R HAth 24 S5 i J P30 e — R 91 AN () LA 1 s VR 1717 52 B R R e A A2 /I
(8434, F5e i PRV I8 R 0 X 1o 90 g P 8 70 498K P 77 P9 19 s BT e 0k, PRA 7 T B i v 1.

b PB4 AR B AR KR /N S L i B R O i R, AL AR S G /N T Y, — T
0.45—2 pm 2247407 i FALAREIN i U TR — ARV HE A F T R A T 8 R B AR i SR 1Y
BRSO B BES Aed T 5 i X LA A A A Rk A 1], Hoffman 2507 2290 T 22 Ff o
VRIAFH, &S ABNATR (50% ,V/ V) BA BAFHIEIRSCR.
2.4 THfRE

R T VD PRI ST 8RR R T A i S T O A S R R g A T Ak B O i
FEEN T AR A B

P e 9 s ) P RV RO B R AT T i A B, % FH AR A4 HCL (HNO, ' (HC10, B iR A iR
45 Deforges 2 *' Jf] 12.1 mol - L™ HCI,15.9 mol - L™" HNO, 0.9 mol-L™" H,0, HCl :HNO,(1:1 V/V)
HCL:H,0,(1:1 V/V) XFBEREE S AT i, 25 53800, 60 °C Z50F F 4@ 30 min, HNO, RERS 5 271 il B9
FEA, T HCL : HNO, T fAE S S A A6 38 23 A AIUSURE. A ) S 78 G 0t A 2 Tif 32 1 9T 22 5. Deforges
ORI ) F W, R FH R T it A B SRR 205 B Je e 44 40 28 25 MR R AE 90%—98% 22 [1] , i J& T 41 4k 11y
[N TLF- S 28 AN U T i A A2 T B Ao 1) B T A v L A 5 PR 225 ). iR P 90 i T 4k 1
A TR BE SR AL 90 °C | T f S (B 45880, 0 T A ot 22 o A ity AT e sl G R 43

Nuelle %5 FIH 35% H,0, B UURABE S ESL TN MR 7 d, 25 5 R 0o A W0 A HLAL 4 Bl T i
B, IR SR ST M HR A TR LA, Cole S5 170 FLAR T 3 Folviis it 3k o Vg 1 2 W ) 90 A 8 SR HLCL 91
F B, AE TEVR T R IR FR AR 5T, 2 BH TR 1 T A I A 2 O it 1% ] BsF A0, 2 30 i 8 40 2R R A Tl S e
DR S A T A A 335 FH T T A R S B TR 3.1 mol - L™ NaOH %5 Vi 7E 25 1R A5 11T XM i 4 5 140 30 e
NIk B 90% , i HFifi 25 Tk B I e 0 vl 5 %) B8 15 Y A R a0 s i — A0 R (H Y NaOH ¥k B2 3K )
10 mol - L™ B, 3SR 43 OB R B J5 , AT FH 2R 1 it (KT8 ) 90 fife 4[] A= 0 o, 485 SR 3 BT Rl 31 ik e
ARIEABIAE TR R SO0, BEAE I i KRR P I 97 % 1R P liE 2B 9.

3 BMERHEN EESW
TR EIZAR (BUE ML A7 15 B89 o A2 0 A BT AN TR i L ol 3 R U3z



134 T RS FRIERE A P OB 23T T TR i 31

AN R RB A7 Jb 2 2 S DR b, SRR A P 5 0 B X B A R A T 2 i O vk K BORT 43k 3 47
]« P A RAE 2221 53 5 08 FN e 4
3.1 GERRM R SRR

PP WFNZE JEAR 2000 RN ol R S5 2 S SR o0 B 1) o 2 S50 OB ) I 28 3R A 32
BRI 1.

R 1 MAHIER IS
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